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Monday, April 23rd, 1855. 

LIEUT.-COL. LARCOM, F. R. S., Vice-President, 
in the Chair. 

Rev. Dr. Todd presented a rubbing of the ancient inscription 
on the base of the cross which stands in the principal street' of 
the village of Cong. This inscription does not appear to have 
been ever published, nor do the names it contains occur in the 
Irish Annals. It is written in the black letter text of the 
fourteenth century, and not in Irish characters, although it is 
in the Irish language. It is very much effaced, and by no 
means easy to read, but Dr. Todd, with the assistance of Dr. 
Petrie, who had copied it many years ago, has succeeded in 
deciphering it as follows : — 

©r' bo nkjjol ag' bo gtlU b«t o bufctfiatth ta Mn aiattfttatt ©unga. 
Which he reads thus : 

orcoic do Nichol agus t»o gillebenc o Oubchaich rca 
din abaibheacc cuNga. 

" A prayer for Nichol and for Gillebert O'Dubhthaigh [O'Duffy], 
•who were Abbots of Cong." 

Dr. Wilde gave it as his opinion, that the base or steps on 
which the cross stands were of an earlier date than the present 
shaft of the cross ; and he mentioned a report current in the 
town, that many years ago the ancient cross was carried away 
by some soldiers and thrown over the bridge into the river. 
It is said by some that it was recovered and replaced, but 
others think that this was not so, and that the present shaft 
belongs to a cross that formerly stood in the old abbey burial- 
ground. 



Dr. Todd presented an accurate drawing of a chalice 
made some time ago by Mr. McCarthy ; and stated that when 
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such antiquities could not be themselves procured and pre- 
served in the Museum, it was very important to have correct 
drawings of them made to scale, as this was. The chalice was 
of silver, and stood 5| inches high ; the bowl' was 3£ inches 
in diameter, and the foot, which was octagonal, with eight seg- 
ments of circles, as the bases of each of the triangles of the oc- 
tagon, was 5 inches from point to point, and 4 inches from 
hollow to hollow. 

Round the foot ran the following inscription: — 

ijw. ©onossuss ittaguit ro fermanadj me 6 . fe . m°. ttttt". xxix\ 

Dr. Todd showed that this was the Cuchonacht Maguire, 
chief of Fermanagh, who was murdered by his own relatives 
in 1537. At that year the Four Masters record his death, and 
give him a high character for virtue, piety, and devotion to 
the Church, — so that it was quite in accordance with his cha- 
racter to find his name on a sacramental chalice. He was 
buried at first in an island in Loch Erne, where there was a 
small monastic establishment, but his remains were afterwards 
removed to the Abbey of Donegal by the Franciscan friars 
of that monastery, and interred there with great solemnity. 



The following Address to His Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant was adopted by the Academy : — 

" To His Excellency George William Frederick Earl of Car- 
lisle, Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland, Sfc. 

" May it please your Excellency, 

" We, the President, Council, and Members of the Royal 
Irish Academy, beg to tender to your Excellency our respect- 
ful congratulations on your return to this country in the high 
office of Her Majesty's Representative. 

" In approaching your Excellency as the Visitor of the 
Academy, appointed by our Charter, it is with pleasure we re- 



